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Assemblyman Koretz to the Adult Entertainment Industry: 
Use Condoms or Risk Legislative Action 

 
(Sacramento & Los Angeles) Today Assemblyman Paul Koretz (D-West Hollywood) sent a letter 
to publishers and producers in the adult entertainment industry urging them to require their models 
and performers to use condoms.  The letter also strongly encourages other harm reduction 
strategies designed to protect those working in the industry as well as the public at large.  
 
Included with the Koretz letter is a list of 13 harm reduction procedures designed to protect adult 
entertainment performers. Dr. Thomas Coates, professor of infectious diseases at the David Geffen 
School of Medicine at UCLA and a member of the UCLA AIDS Institute, developed the list. It 
includes the use of condoms for all non-oral sexual intercourse as well as twice monthly testing 
for HIV and monthly testing for gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis. 
 
“Somewhere between goggles and gloves and no protection at all is a reasonable set of disease 
prevention measures for the adult entertainment industry.  The harm reduction procedures in my 
letter to the industry strike a balanced approach that both respects freedom of speech and provides 
a reasonable level protection for workers,” said Assemblyman Koretz. 
 
As Chair of the Assembly Labor and Employment Committee, Koretz called a public hearing in 
Los Angeles last June to gather information on the topic and hear from government, industry, and 
health experts about how to better protect industry models and performers. Dr. Coates was among 
several witnesses offering suggestions at the hearing, where he presented an outline of harm-
reduction recommendations. 
 
“While the testing procedures employed by major film producers are useful for disease detection 
and containment, the recent HIV infections among performers underscore the fact that testing 
alone is an insufficient level of prevention. Using condoms for non-oral sexual intercourse is the 
first line of defense against sexually transmitted infections, but there are many other harm 
reduction strategies to be employed as well,” said Dr. Coates. 
 
In April, Assemblyman Tim Leslie (R- Tahoe City) responded to the HIV infections in the 
industry with AB 2798, a bill that many in the legislature thought was hastily drafted and could 
have done more harm than good. It was Mr. Koretz’s motion in the Assembly Health Committee 
that referred the issue to further study. 
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“Passing a law will not necessarily result in more condom use in the industry, particularly if the 
mandate is seen as unworkable and drives adult productions underground or out of state. However, 
failure to adopt the harm reduction strategies recommended by Dr. Coates would be, in my 
opinion, irresponsible and would invite the Legislature to exercise its authority to mandate more 
stringent actions,” said Koretz. 
 
In a separate letter to the Free Speech Coalition, an organization representing major adult film 
studios, Koretz called upon the industry group to incorporate the harm reduction procedures into 
their code of best practices.  
 
"My objective is not to control the content of film or to otherwise compromise constitutional 
protections, but to protect the health and safety of performers.  I believe that workers in the adult 
entertainment industry should be able to do their jobs without fearing that their health, and indeed 
their very lives, are at risk," said Koretz.  
 
 
 
To receive a copy of Dr. Coates’ Harm Reduction Procedures for Adult Media Models and 
Performers, please send and email to Assemblymember.Koretz@assembly.ca.gov and state that 
you are over 18 years of age. You may also call our West Hollywood or Sacramento offices. 
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